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Vinz Koller

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) and the Office of 
Apprenticeship hosted a webinar about expanding opportunities for individuals with disabilities through 
apprenticeship programs.  As part of National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM), this 
webinar shared strategies that businesses and partners are using to ensure apprenticeships are 
welcoming for individuals with disabilities and practical examples from ODEP’s Apprenticeship 
Inclusion Model initiative.

Participants in the webinar had the opportunity to:

1. Learn about NDEAM, and this year’s theme of Increasing Access and Opportunity, and ways to 
recognize employment and career pathways for people with disabilities. 

2. Understand the U.S. Department of Labor’s aspirational goal that 7% of a sponsor's 
apprenticeship workforce consist of qualified individuals with disabilities. 

3. Explore how expanding pathways for people with different learning styles or needs can lead to 
competitive, integrated employment and workplace environments that are inclusive of everyone. 

4. Discover the ways organizations and individuals can consider, develop, or deploy apprenticeships 
to make them inclusive from the outset.

5. Watch a video about how an apprenticeship program in Virginia has helped individuals with 
disabilities thrive while also benefitting the company by providing productive and loyal workers. 

Webinar participants had the opportunity to ask speakers questions about the information and 
strategies presented.  A list of resources from the U.S. Department of Labor and Apprenticeship 
Inclusion Model initiative were also shared.
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