USING E-TOOLS TO IDENTIFY GROWING INDUSTRIES

Hi, I’m Frank Gallo of the U.S. Employment and Training Administration’s Office of Workforce Investment.  I’ve authored an evaluation of the quality of workforce statistics for the U.S. Congressional Joint Economic Committee, and 2 of ETA’s tools to help you locate state and local data.  Please feel free to contact me if you need further assistance. 

[Gallo.Frank@dol.gov, or 202-693-3755] 

During today’s presentation, as I mention each source, the Internet link to it will appear on your screen.  You can click on the links to investigate them on your own, and you can pause this presentation at any time to explore the sites, before continuing with the presentation. 

This presentation will show you how to use the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Local Area Unemployment Statistics  — called LAUS for short —  to investigate data on industry employment in your state or locality.  Despite the use of the word “unemployment” in LAUS’s title, today we’ll investigate employment — although you can on your own use LAUS data to research unemployment as well. 
1. First, go to the Local Area Unemployment Statistics LAU Economic News Releases site

2. Go to the “Current” heading, and select the pdf version for the state news release (Note: the MSA news releases do not have industry data). Go to Table 6, “Employees on nonfarm payrolls by State and selected industry sector, seasonally adjusted.” For your state, pick the industry sectors which indicate significant growth over the most recent 3 months.  If you wish to examine a longer period, go to State and Metro Area Employment, look for the “SAE Tables,”  “Monthly Tables” heading, and choose “D-1. Employees on nonfarm payrolls by State and major industry, seasonally adjusted.” This will give you a year’s worth of monthly data, rather than just the most recent 3 months. 

3. Once you’ve chosen a major industry sector, you’re ready to target more detailed industries in specific locales.  To do so, it’s necessary to go to the customized State and Area Employment SAE Databases.  The easiest search method is the “One-Screen Data Search” feature in the middle of the second row of icons.  These instructions follow the steps identified on the screen. 

A) Step 1.  Select one or More States.  Pick the state by scrolling through the list or typing in the first letters of the state name and clicking on the Find button. 

B) Step 2.  Select one or more Areas.  Scroll through the list and pick either the “Statewide” listing (the first one) or pick a specific MSA in your state. (If you know the first word in the MSA name—you can type it in the box and click the Find button.)
C) Steps 3 and 4.  Select one or more Supersectors and Select one or more Industries  Scroll through and pick the major industry category (which BLS calls “Supersectors”).  Important:  you will need to scroll down the list to “Mining and Logging” before your Step 3 list will produce sub-industries in Step 4.  Selecting “Manufacturing” will not produce sub-industries; you will instead need to select “Durable Goods” or “Non-Durable Goods” to allow you to select a manufacturing sub-industry in Step 4. Also note that statewide data will result in more sub-industry choices in Step 4 than will MSA data.  Therefore, you will need to decide which is more important to you, geographic detail or industry detail.  For the least populous states, the industry detail will be limited even at the statewide level.  

D) Step 5.  Select one or more Data Types.  For a detailed industry, usually the only possible choice in step 5 will be “all employees,” and you will not be able to obtain the hours and earnings data.  Selecting “All Employees” will enable you to look at employment over time and determine whether an industry is growing or declining.
E) Step 6.  Select Seasonal Adjustment.  If at all possible, check only the “Seasonally Adjusted” box, because not seasonally-adjusted data can give a false picture of employment growth.  However, if de-selecting the “Not Seasonally Adjusted” box causes Step 7’s “Get Data” box to turn from a black to a gray font, then recheck the “Not Seasonally Adjusted” box. 

F) Step 7.  You can select “Get Data” to obtain results immediately. But if you want to check several different industries or localities at the same time, choose the second box, “Add to Your Selection.” When you’ve made your final choice(s), select “Get Data.” 

G) A table of monthly data will appear, and if you wish you can change the time period (at the top of the screen), or download the data as a MS Excel file (see the icon just above the table). 
H) You should definitely examine the “More Formatting Options” in the upper right of the screen, which will easily allow you to calculate percentage changes or produce a graph or chart. Try several options to check out these various features. 

Once you pinpoint the industries you want, you can use the CareerOneStop  Employer Locator tool to find local employers in these industries, and then contact them to match job seekers with these employers.  Check out our presentation on Employer Locator, for more information. 
You can also investigate occupations within that industry using the BLS Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) program. Check out our presentation on Using E-Tools to Identify Occupations, for more information. 
One more note.  A good overview of the Local Area Unemployment Statistics is provided in ETA’s Guide to State and Local Workforce Data — you can find it in the “Unemployment and Employment” section, where the first three entries pertain to LAUS. 
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